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The President’s Radio Address
July 26, 2003

Good morning. This weekend marks the
13th anniversary of the Americans With Dis-
ability Act, one of the great compassionate
acts of American Government. Since becom-
ing law, the ADA has helped to improve the
quality of life for more than 50 million Amer-
icans with physical and mental disabilities. As
a result, it is easier today for people with dis-
abilities to find a job, to enter public build-
ings, and to live more independently in their
communities. These are all welcome changes
in American life.

Many citizens have dedicated themselves
to serving the interests of persons with dis-
abilities, and some of them are here with me
at the White House. | am joined by members
of the President’s Committee on Mental Re-
tardation. The men and women on this com-
mittee include people with disabilities as well
as parents, teachers, health care workers, and
advocates. They recently voted to change the
committee’s name to the President’s Com-
mittee for People with Intellectual Disabil-
ities, and | was pleased to sign an Executive
order instituting that change.

There is much more we can do to assure
that Americans with disabilities are treated
with dignity and respect. In 2001, | an-
nounced the New Freedom Initiative to fur-
ther promote the full participation of people
with disabilities in all areas of society. As part
of the New Freedom Initiative, we're giving
States funding to help people with disabilities
commute to work or purchase equipment
that allows them to work from home. We are
promoting homeownership for people with
disabilities and educating builders about the
need for more accessible rental housing.

We are working with Congress to provide
record levels of funding for special education
programs and to make sure the money is
used to provide the most help to the most
children. And we are making Government

web sites more accessible to people with dis-
abilities so that they can more easily find in-
formation about services and programs of the
Federal Government. We're also focused on
providing better care to people with mental
illness. I'm committed to making sure people
get the treatment and support they need and
don’t fall through the cracks.

My administration continues to work with
States to ensure full implementation of the
Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision. That
decision rightly mandates that individuals
with disabilities who can receive support and
treatment in a community setting should be
given an opportunity to live close to their
families and friends whenever possible.

People with disabilities now have more
freedom to do productive work and live inde-
pendent lives. We're making good progress
toward ensuring that persons with disabilities
know the American Dream is meant for
them. With changes in old ways of thinking,
the development of new technologies, and
the Federal Government’s firm commitment
to equality, more and more people with dis-
abilities continue to become full participants
in the American life.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 2 p.m. on
July 25 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 26. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 25 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks on Departure From
Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland

July 28, 2003

Death of Bob Hope

Today America lost a great citizen. We
mourn the passing of Bob Hope. Bob Hope
made us laugh, and he lifted our spirits. Bob
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Hope served our Nation when he went to

battlefields to entertain thousands of troops

from different generations. We extend our

prayers to his family. And we mourn the loss

of a good man. May God bless his soul.
Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. prior to
boarding Air Force One. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 7694—Death of Bob
Hope
July 28, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Today, America mourns the loss of one of
its great treasures. A gifted comedian who
entertained audiences for decades with his
unique talents, Bob Hope brought joy and
laughter to our Nation. By tirelessly enter-
taining America’s troops, he demonstrated
his extraordinary love of country and devo-
tion to the men and women who have served
in our military.

As a mark of respect for the memory of
Bob Hope, | hereby order, by the authority
vested in me as President of the United
States by the Constitution and the laws of
the United States of America, that on the
day of his interment, the flag of the United
States shall be flown at half-staff at the White
House and upon all public buildings and
grounds, at all military posts and naval sta-
tions, and on all naval vessels of the Federal
Government in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions until sunset on such
day. | also direct that the flag shall be flown
at half-staff for the same period at all United
States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of July, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

July 28 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:18 a.m., July 30, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 31.

Remarks to the National Urban
League Conference in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania

July 28, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. Thanks for
your kind invitation. But most importantly,
thanks for your service to your fellow Ameri-
cans. The Urban League has always stood for
justice and hope and healing. It’s stood for
opportunity for all our citizens. I'm honored
to be at such an organization.

| appreciate the chance as well to come
to Pittsburgh. It's a city that's rich in civil
rights, the history of civil rights. In the 1800s,
the Underground Railroad here delivered
thousands out of slavery and into freedom.
In the 1930s and 1940s, Pittsburgh’s Urban
League led successful protests against
schools and department stores that refused
to hire African Americans. And today in this
city, community leaders are showing what
good people can accomplish by working to-
gether. I now know why they call it the Ren-
aissance City, and | want to thank you for
your hospitality.

The work of the National Urban League
represents one of the basic commitments of
this country. See, we believe in opportunity
for all, a society where every person can
dream and work and realize his or her poten-
tial. We're dedicated to bringing economic
hope to every neighborhood, a good edu-
cation to every child, and comfort and com-
passion to the afflicted. And our Nation has
come a long way, and we have a long way
to go. And we will not stop, we will not tire
until we extend the great promise of America
to every neighborhood in America. And that'’s
what | want to talk about today.

I want to thank Mr. President, President
Marc Morial, for his kind invitation and his
willingness to lead this important American
institution. He replaces a good man in Hugh
Price, who has ably led the Urban League
for nearly a decade. And there’s no doubt
in my mind that Marc Morial will do a great



